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Blessings: OT and NT Perspectives



How does the Law of Moses and 
examples from the Old Testament 
apply in the Christian Era?



Mt 5:17 ¶ "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 "For 
truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. 19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of 
these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 
shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 "For I say to you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.



Lu 16:14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, 
were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him. 
15 And He said to them, "You are those who justify 
yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; 
for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable 
in the sight of God. 16 "The Law and the Prophets were 
proclaimed until John; since that time the gospel of the 
kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is forcing 
his way into it. 17 "But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one stroke of a letter of the Law to fail.



The Ten Commandments

Levitical Laws



20 Then God spoke all these words, saying,
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no 
other gods before Me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an 
idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall 
not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children, on the third and the fourth generations of those 
who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to 
those who love Me and keep My commandments.



7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, 
for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His 
name in vain. 8 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but 
the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you 
shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, 
your male or your female servant or your cattle or your 
sojourner who stays with you. 11 For in six days the 
LORD made  the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is 
in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore 
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.



12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 
be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.
13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male 
servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
18 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning 
flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain 
smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and 
stood at a distance.



Levitical Laws

What comes to mind for you when 
you read the words “Levitical Laws”



Obey = Blessed

Disobey = Cursed



Deuteronomy 28:1-14 “Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your 
God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you 
today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the 
earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey 
the LORD your God:
3 “Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.
4 “Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your 
ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd and the 
young of your flock.
5 “Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.
6 “Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when 
you go out.



Deuteronomy 28:1-14
7 “The LORD shall cause your enemies who rise up against you to be 
defeated before you; they will come out against you one way and will flee 
before you seven ways. 8 The LORD will command the blessing upon you in 
your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the 
land which the LORD your God gives you. 9 The LORD will establish you as a 
holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you keep the commandments 
of the LORD your God and walk in His ways. 10 So all the peoples of the earth 
will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will be afraid 
of you. 11 The LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of 
your body and in the offspring of your beast and in the produce of your 
ground, in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers to give you.



Deuteronomy 28:1-14
12 The LORD will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain 
to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you 
shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13 The LORD will make 
you the head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you will not 
be underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your God, 
which I charge you today, to observe them carefully, 14 and do not turn aside 
from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the 
left, to go after other gods to serve them.



Deuteronomy 28:1-14
12 The LORD will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain 
to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you 
shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13 The LORD will make 
you the head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you will not 
be underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your God, 
which I charge you today, to observe them carefully, 14 and do not turn aside 
from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the 
left, to go after other gods to serve them.As an Israelite, how would 

this make you feel?



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 15 “But it shall come about, if you do not 
obey the LORD your God, to observe to do all His commandments 
and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these 
curses will come upon you and overtake you:
16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the 
country. 17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.
18 “Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of 
your ground, the increase of your herd and the young of your 
flock. 19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and 
cursed shall you be when you go out.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 20 “The LORD will send upon you curses, 
confusion, and rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until you are 
destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of your 
deeds, because you have forsaken Me. 21 The LORD will make the 
pestilence cling to you until He has consumed you from the land where 
you are entering to possess it. 22 The LORD will smite you with 
consumption and with fever and with inflammation and with fiery heat 
and with the sword and with blight and with mildew, and they will 
pursue you until you perish. 23 The heaven which is over your head 
shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you, iron. 24 The LORD will 
make the rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it shall come 
down on you until you are destroyed.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 25 “The LORD shall cause you to be 
defeated before your enemies; you will go out one way against 
them, but you will flee seven ways before them, and you 
will be an example of terror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 26 Your carcasses will be food to all birds of the sky and to 
the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to 
frighten them away. 27 “The LORD will smite you with the boils of 
Egypt and with tumors and with the scab and with the itch, from 
which you cannot be healed. 28 The LORD will smite you with 
madness and with blindness and with bewilderment of heart;



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 29 and you will grope at noon, as the blind 
man gropes in darkness, and you will not prosper in your ways; 
but you shall only be oppressed and robbed continually, with 
none to save you. 30 You shall betroth a wife, but another man will 
violate her; you shall build a house, but you will not live in it; you 
shall plant a vineyard, but you will not use its fruit. 31 Your ox shall 
be slaughtered before your eyes, but you will not eat of it; your 
donkey shall be torn away from you, and will not be restored to 
you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, and you will have 
none to save you. 32 Your sons and your daughters shall be given 
to another people, while your eyes look on and yearn for them 
continually; but there will be nothing you can do.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 33 A people whom you do not know shall 
eat up the produce of your ground and all your labors, and you 
will never be anything but oppressed and crushed 
continually. 34 You shall be driven mad by the sight of what you 
see. 35 The LORD will strike you on the knees and legs with sore 
boils, from which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot 
to the crown of your head. 36 The LORD will bring you and your 
king, whom you set over you, to a nation which neither you nor 
your fathers have known, and there you shall serve other 
gods, wood and stone. 37 You shall become a horror, a proverb, 
and a taunt among all the people where the LORD drives you.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 38 “You shall bring out much seed to the 
field but you will gather in little, for the locust will consume 
it. 39 You shall plant and cultivate vineyards, but you will neither 
drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm will devour 
them. 40 You shall have olive trees throughout your territory but 
you will not anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives will drop 
off. 41 You shall have sons and daughters but they will not be 
yours, for they will go into captivity. 42 The cricket shall possess all 
your trees and the produce of your ground. 43 The alien who is 
among you shall rise above you higher and higher, but you will go 
down lower and lower. 44 He shall lend to you, but you will not 
lend to him; he shall be the head, and you will be the tail.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 45 “So all these curses shall come on you 
and pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because 
you would not obey the LORD your God by keeping His 
commandments and His statutes which He commanded 
you. 46 They shall become a sign and a wonder on you and your 
descendants forever. 47 “Because you did not serve the LORD your 
God with joy and a glad heart, for the abundance of all 
things; 48 therefore you shall serve your enemies whom 
the LORD will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, 
and in the lack of all things; and He will put an iron yoke on your 
neck until He has destroyed you.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 49 “The LORD will bring a nation against 
you from afar, from the end of the earth, as the eagle swoops 
down, a nation whose language you shall not understand, 50 a 
nation of fierce countenance who will have no respect for the old, 
nor show favor to the young. 51 Moreover, it shall eat the offspring 
of your herd and the produce of your ground until you are 
destroyed, who also leaves you no grain, new wine, or oil, nor the 
increase of your herd or the young of your flock until they have 
caused you to perish. 52 It shall besiege you in all your towns until 
your high and fortified walls in which you trusted come down 
throughout your land, and it shall besiege you in all your towns 
throughout your land which the LORD your God has given you.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 53 Then you shall eat the offspring of your 
own body, the flesh of your sons and of your daughters whom 
the LORD your God has given you, during the siege and the distress 
by which your enemy will oppress you. 54 The man who is refined 
and very delicate among you shall be hostile toward his brother 
and toward the wife he cherishes and toward the rest of his 
children who remain, 55 so that he will not give even one of them 
any of the flesh of his children which he will eat, since he has 
nothing else left, during the siege and the distress by which your 
enemy will oppress you in all your towns.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 56 The refined and delicate woman among 
you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground 
for delicateness and refinement, shall be hostile toward the husband 
she cherishes and toward her son and daughter, 57 and toward her 
afterbirth which issues from between her legs and toward her children 
whom she bears; for she will eat them secretly for lack of 
anything else, during the siege and the distress by which your enemy 
will oppress you in your towns.  58 “If you are not careful to observe all 
the words of this law which are written in this book, to fear this 
honored and awesome name, the LORD your God, 59 then the LORD will 
bring extraordinary plagues on you and your descendants, even severe 
and lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 60 He will bring back on you all the 
diseases of Egypt of which you were afraid, and they will cling to 
you. 61 Also every sickness and every plague which, not written in 
the book of this law, the LORD will bring on you until you are 
destroyed. 62 Then you shall be left few in number, whereas you 
were as numerous as the stars of heaven, because you did not 
obey the LORD your God. 63 It shall come about that as 
the LORD delighted over you to prosper you, and multiply you, so 
the LORD will delight over you to make you perish and destroy you; 
and you will be torn from the land where you are entering to 
possess it.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 64 Moreover, the LORD will scatter you among 
all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; 
and there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone, which you or 
your fathers have not known. 65 Among those nations you shall find no 
rest, and there will be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but 
there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and 
despair of soul. 66 So your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you 
will be in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your 
life. 67 In the morning you shall say, ‘Would that it were evening!’ And 
at evening you shall say, ‘Would that it were morning!’ because of the 
dread of your heart which you dread, and for the sight of your eyes 
which you will see.



Deuteronomy 28:15-68 68 The LORD will bring you back to Egypt in 
ships, by the way about which I spoke to you, ‘You will never see it 
again!’ And there you will offer yourselves for sale to your 
enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer.”

As an Israelite, now how would 
these verses make you feel?



How does the Law of Moses and 
examples from the Old Testament 
apply in the Christian Era?

How many ministers quote the 
blessings and protection without 
mentioning these curses?



Deuteronomy 30:15-20 15 “See, I have set before you today life 
and prosperity, and death and adversity; 16 in that I command you 
today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to keep 
His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that 
you may live and multiply, and that the LORD your God may bless 
you in the land where you are entering to possess it. 17 But if your 
heart turns away and you will not obey, but are drawn away and 
worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today 
that you shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days in the 
land where you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess it.



Deuteronomy 30:15-20 19 I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the 
blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, 
you and your descendants, 20 by loving the LORD your God, by 
obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life 
and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which 
the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to 
give them.”

How does this link to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?



Leviticus 26:14-39 (verses 14-18 included here) “But if you will not 
listen to me and will not do all these commandments, if you spurn 
my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not 
do all my commandments, but break my covenant, then I will do 
this to you: I will visit you with panic, with wasting disease and 
fever that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And you 
shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. I will set 
my face against you, and you shall be struck down before your 
enemies. Those who hate you shall rule over you, and you shall 
flee when none pursues you. And if in spite of this you will not 
listen to me, then I will discipline you again sevenfold for your 
sins,



Joshua 7:11-12 Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my 
covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the 
devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among 
their own belongings. Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand 
before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, 
because they have become devoted for destruction. I will be with 
you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from among 
you.

God was patient but there were limits



Some will say these verses only 
applied to the Israelites who crossed 
into the Promised Land

Let’s test that position . . . 



Judges 7:2-3 2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people 
who are with you are too many for Me to give Midian 
into their hands, for Israel would become boastful, 
saying, ‘My own power has delivered me.’ 3 Now 
therefore come, proclaim in the hearing of the people, 
saying, ‘Whoever is afraid and trembling, let him return 
and depart from Mount Gilead.’” So 22,000 people 
returned, but 10,000 remained. 

What was the final number of warriors?
How many did they defeat?



David made many positive statements in Psalms

Psalms 91:9-10 ¶ Because you have made the LORD, who is my 
refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place, 10 No evil shall 
befall you, Nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; 11 For 
He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you in all your 
ways.

Positive statements are often 
quoted



But we should not forget that Bathsheba’s first child died shortly 
after the birth. David was punished even though he had repented
of his sin against God.

2 Samuel 12:13-14 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also 
has taken away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by 
this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die.”



At the consecration of the Temple by Solomon, God said:
2 Chronicles 7:12-22 (verses 19-22 included here) "But if you turn 
away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have 
set before you, and go and serve other gods, and worship them, 20

"then I will uproot them from My land which I have given them; and 
this house which I have sanctified for My name I will cast out of My 
sight, and will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 21

"And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will 
be astonished and say, 'Why has the LORD done thus to this land and 
this house?' 22 "Then they will answer, 'Because they forsook the LORD 
God of their fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and 
embraced other gods, and worshiped them and served them; 
therefore He has brought all this calamity on them.'"



Centuries after the Israelites had entered the Promised Land. 
Jeremiah 15:1-9 (verses 6-9 included here) You have forsaken Me," 
says the LORD, "You have gone backward. Therefore I will stretch out 
My hand against you and destroy you; I am weary of relenting! 7 And I 
will winnow them with a winnowing fan in the gates of the land; I will 
bereave them of children; I will destroy My people, Since they do not 
return from their ways. 8 Their widows will be increased to Me more 
than the sand of the seas; I will bring against them, Against the mother 
of the young men, A plunderer at noonday; I will cause anguish and 
terror to fall on them suddenly. 9 "She languishes who has borne 
seven; She has breathed her last; Her sun has gone down While it was 
yet day; She has been ashamed and confounded. And the remnant of 
them I will deliver to the sword Before their enemies," says the LORD.



Deuteronomy 28

Did this apply only to those entering the 
Promised Land with Joshua?



Now let’s consider Paul’s description on his 
life in Christ



2 Cor 11:21 But in whatever respect anyone else is bold—I speak in 
foolishness—I am just as bold myself. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. 
Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am 
I. 23 Are they servants of Christ?—I speak as if insane—I more so; in far 
more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without 
number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I received from the 
Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I 
was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have 
spent in the deep. 26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from 
rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers 
from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, 
dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;



27 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless 
nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold 
and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the daily 
pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak 
without my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense 
concern?
30 If I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to 
my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is 
blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In Damascus the 
ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the 
Damascenes in order to seize me, 33 and I was let down in a 
basket through a window in the wall, and so escaped his hands.



Homework for next week:

What are we promised in the Christian era?
Find verses that support the promises

Remember Jesus ministry was to Jews under 
the law so focus on the apostles’ word


