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1 Peter 1





1 Peter 1:17-21 17 If you address as Father the One 

who impartially judges according to each one’s work, 
conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on 
earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life 
inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as 
of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For 
He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but 
has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who 
through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 
God.



Eph 3:14-21 ¶ For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15

from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16

that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled up to all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do far 
more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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Ac 10:34 ¶ Opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly 
understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 35 
but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is 
right is welcome to Him.

2Ch 19:7 "Now then let the fear of the LORD be upon you; be 
very careful what you do, for the LORD our God will have no 
part in unrighteousness or partiality or the taking of a bribe."

Job 34:19 Who shows no partiality to princes Nor regards the 
rich above the poor, For they all are the work of His hands?

How 
would you 
describe 

“no 
partiality”



Joh 3:17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge 
the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 
believe has been judged already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 "This is the 
judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men 
loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were 
evil. 20 "For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does 
not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 
21 "But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that 
his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."



Joh 12:47 "If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep 
them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the 
world, but to save the world. 

48 "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has 
one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him 
at the last day. 49 "For I did not speak on My own initiative, 
but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a 
commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 50 "I 
know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the 
things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me."



Ac 17:29 "Being then the children of God, we ought not to 
think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and thought of man. 30 "Therefore 
having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now 
declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,
31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world 
in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, 
having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the 
dead."

Judgment is clear in context of all scriptures

Areopagus, Athens



Ro 2:14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do 
instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, 
are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the work of the 
Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness 
and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending 
them, 16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will 
judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.



2Ti 4:1 ¶ I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 
His appearing and His kingdom: . . . . . 8 in the future there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to 
me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

1Pe 4:4 ¶ In all this, they are surprised that you do not run 
with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they 
malign you; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to 
judge the living and the dead.



Judgment appears to be a matter of timing:

Now there is always the 
opportunity for salvation

But on the ‘last day’ – judgment 
will happen for all
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who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct 
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on 
earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life 
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Pr 24:12 If you say, "See, we did not know this," Does He not consider 
it who weighs the hearts? And does He not know it who keeps your 
soul? And will He not render to man according to his work?

Jer 32:17 'Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the 
earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is 
too difficult for You, 18 who shows lovingkindness to thousands, but 
repays the iniquity of fathers into the bosom of their children after 
them, O great and mighty God. The LORD of hosts is His name; 19

great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are open to all the 
ways of the sons of men, giving to everyone according to his ways 
and according to the fruit of his deeds;

The Old Testament and Law of Moses Was Clear:
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Israelites viewed this in terms of earthly 
blessings – NOT heaven



Deuteronomy 28:1-14 “Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your 
God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you 
today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the 
earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey 
the LORD your God:
3 “Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.
4 “Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your 
ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd and the 
young of your flock.
5 “Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.
6 “Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when 
you go out.

Promised Blessings for the Obedient Children of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob



Deuteronomy 28:1-14 (continued) 
7 “The LORD shall cause your enemies who rise up against you to be 
defeated before you; they will come out against you one way and will flee 
before you seven ways. 8 The LORD will command the blessing upon you in 
your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the 
land which the LORD your God gives you. 9 The LORD will establish you as a 
holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you keep the commandments 
of the LORD your God and walk in His ways. 10 So all the peoples of the earth 
will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will be afraid 
of you. 11 The LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of 
your body and in the offspring of your beast and in the produce of your 
ground, in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers to give you.

Promised Blessings for the Obedient Children of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob



Deuteronomy 28:1-14 (continued)
12 The LORD will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain 
to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you 
shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13 The LORD will make 
you the head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you will not 
be underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your God, 
which I charge you today, to observe them carefully, 14 and do not turn aside 
from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the 
left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Promised Blessings for the Obedient Children of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob



Ro 2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who 
practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment 
of God? 4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and 
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But 
because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath 
for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God, 6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7 to 
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and 
immortality, eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 9 There will be 
tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and 
also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God. 12

For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all 
who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law;
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Paul’s focus was on eternity

Persevere in doing good
Seek (1) glory (2) honor (3) immortality (4) eternal life



Ro 2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who 
practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment 
of God? 4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and 
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But 
because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath 
for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God, 6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7 to 
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and 
immortality, eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 9 There will be 
tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and 
also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God. 12

For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all 
who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law;

Salvation is founded on God’s grace, but does the 
grace of an impartial God negate Paul’s statement?
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Is there other support for Paul’s statement?



Mt 16:26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 
forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 "For 
the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.

Mt 12:34-37 "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what 
is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 35 "The 
good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil 
man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. 36 "But I tell you that 
every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting 
for it in the day of judgment. 37 "For by your words you will be justified, 
and by your words you will be condemned."
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Some argue that Jesus’ statements were to 
the Jews under the Law of Moses



Re 22:12-14 12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with 
Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 13 "I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end." 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have 
the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.

2Co 5:6-10 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that 
while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord-- 7 for we 
walk by faith, not by sight-- 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer 
rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 9

Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to 
be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.



Re 20:11 ¶ Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat 
upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, 
and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the 
great and the small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened; and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which 
were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades 
gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, 
every one of them according to their deeds.



Martin Luther did not want Revelations to be 
included in the German bible

Luther’s emphasis on ‘salvation by the grace of God’ 
rejected Revelations based upon:
• Jesus’ words to the seven churches in the first few 

chapters
• Statements about judging each person’s deed
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Does grace mean what you do is not 
important to God’s righteousness?



1 Peter 1:17-21 17 If you address as Father the One 
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Php 2:12-13 ¶ So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, 
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work 
out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at 
work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Heb 12:28-29 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a 
consuming fire.

2Co 7:1 ¶ Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God.



1 Peter 1:17-21 17 If you address as Father the One 

who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct 
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things 
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from 
your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was 
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1Pe 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to 
abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.

Heb 11:13-16  All these died in faith, without receiving the 
promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a 
distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles 
on the earth. 14 For those who say such things make it clear that 
they are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had 
been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.



James 4:13-16  13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and 
engage in business and make a profit.” 14 Yet you do not 
know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes 
away. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 
and also do this or that.” 16 But as it is, you boast in 
your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.

Our “Stay” on Earth is Short 



Eph 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's 
household,

Php 3:20-21 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also 
we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will 
transform the body of our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has 
even to subject all things to Himself.



1 Peter 1:17-21 17 If you address as Father the One 
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yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things 
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from 
your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
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foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has 
appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through 
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Ac 20:28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood.

Eph 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace

Heb 9:11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 
to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 12 and not 
through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He 
entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 
heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing 
of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 



1 Peter 1:17-21 17 If you address as Father the One 

who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct 
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things 
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has 
appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through 
Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead 
and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

With the Holy Spirit, Peter packed a lot into 
chapter 1 which is still not finished


